When writing independently Year 6 children should consistently .....

Choose a main idea and stick with it qu r 6
Stay on topic and avoid going off at a tangent. Give writing depth: grow ideas and develop points
with anecdotes, examples, descriptive details, back up reasons, “show don’t tell” MileStOneS
Aim for a fresh perspective: select ideas and details that go beyond the obvious and “hook” the
reader.

Organise and connect ideas

Pace your writing: decide when to elaborate and when to move on. Speed up if necessary.
Showcase you skills by a good arrangement: save the best till last, be logical or chronological o
make sure you emphasise the right points. Writl ng

Writer’s Voice
Know when to blend into the background with a ‘strong’ narrative, poetic or impersonal voice.
Use your voice: show your commitment and feelings about the topic. Make your view compelling.

Choose appropriate, adventurous words

Words are the tools of the trade: choose strong over weak. No clumsy repeats.

Weave words together: find synonyms, blend precise & ordinary, match words to the formality...
Go the extra mile with metaphor and figurative language.

Write in well-constructed, connected sentences
Plan ahead: main ideas, a vocab shower and paragraph outline make a great starter.
Iron out the rough spots: edit & proofread.

Punctuate and spell consistently

Use age appropriate punctuation and grammatical conventions with reasonable consistency and
control. Spelling accuracy also reflects age-expectations. Errors are not too distracting for the
reader.

Spirited * Scholarly * Supportive




As Year 6 progresses, and skills improve, children will move from novices to scholars ......

Novice

Experience

Scholar

Use a series of sentences to get
the point across that each begin
with a capital letter and end well
with /.2 or!].

Choose the right conjunction:
because, so, when, while,
although...

Avoid lots of ‘and then’. Break up
the flow with shorter sentences
or choose a good conjunction to
connect ideas.

Have the essential ingredients in
each sentence: including a verb,
no missing words and the right
punctuation mark.

Find different sentence openers
or add detail with adjectives.

Mimic and magpie to improve
sentences: using different openers or
add something extra [a word, phrase
or clause].

Use paragraphs consistently:
signposting the content with a topic
sentence.

Are accurate, not random, with capitals
[capital I, sentence starts and proper
nouns] and of course, full stops are
always there too!

Take charge and manage tenses the
whole way through. They check that
verbs are in agreement [not, ‘we was’
but ‘we were’] and control the ‘person’
[no slipping from ‘he’ to ‘I'].

Practise choosing the correct
preposition, conjunction or verb
ending.

Avoid the ‘comma splice’: respecting
sentence boundaries in complex
sentences by learning when to use a
full stop [at the sentence end] or a
comma [to mark a clause].

Aim to use the correct dialogue
layout with paragraphing and
accurate punctuation of the
reporting clause.

Make speech count rather than
overusing it.

Build strong sentences: open with a
subordinate clause, expand a noun
phrase, drop in an embedded
clause...

Create ‘flow’ by going beyond
ordinary conjunctions and
connecting phrases [eg despite, on
the contrary, nevertheless /
Although it is true to say...].

Are accurate with complex
punctuation including commas,
apostrophes [possession and
omission] semi-colons, colons
and brackets. But use them

sparingly.

Place stylistic features in the
right spot to influence the
reader [eg word order, a
fragment, empty words, complex
sentence, repetition...].

Create flow in their writing by
stepping away from the
formulaic and create smooth and
natural transitions.

Keep everything in harmony by
coordinating different
techniques and features so that
writing doesn’'t become
overloaded.

Master the passive! Learn how to
write passive sentences and
when to use them to move from
formal to informal voice

Experience




