
 

  

Maths 
What we're covering  How to help 

Decimals 
• Identify the value of each digit to 3 decimal places. 
• Multiply numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 giving answers to 3dp. 
• Multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2dp by whole numbers. 
• Use written division methods up to 2dp. 

Percentages 
• Solve problems involving calculation of percentages.  
• Use percentages for comparison. 
• Recall and use equivalence between simple fractions, decimals and 

percentages in context.  

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring 
your child is able to establish and maintain a 
good homework routine. Please continue to focus 
on speed, accuracy and consistent completion. 
Practising measuring and solving problems 
involving money are all good ways to prepare for 
decimals. Also, identify where percentages are 
often used such as phone batteries or kindle 
progress. 

Reading  
Books we are reading  How to help 

Class Novel:  They will also enjoy listening to the book they were given for 
Christmas. 
Book Study: Reading groups continue every day. Texts are selected to offer 
an appropriate level of challenge, with the main emphasis on vocabulary and 
reading between the lines. 

Reading books can be changed daily from the Y6 
corridor or library. Try to remember to vary 
reading choices. Sandwich a new author or 
genre between something more familiar. Read 
for 20-30 minutes each day, 

 Writing  
What we are covering How to help  

 Spelling 
• Tricky letter patterns eg ough / augh 

Suffixes: ible and able etc 
• Spelling rules:  i before e. 
• Topic words 

English Writing 
• Mixed genre: use of formality, 

particularly in non-fiction text types. 
A range of tasks centred around the 
class novel, Holes, to practise the 
control of formal and informal 
writing. 

• Big Writing: writing workshops on a 
variety of text types. 

• Some English lessons will be linked 
to the current text in reading groups. 

Looking at formality in writing would 
be helpful. This could include picking 
out the contrast in story dialogue 
which is often more informal than the 
surrounding text. Watching or 
reading the news also helps to give a 
flavour of a more formal style.  
 
Please continue to encourage your 
child to learn the homework 
spellings. These are tested each 
week.  

Grammar 
Word class: determiners and modal verbs 

Punctuation: colons and semi-colons; 

hyphens and dashes 

Complex tenses: progressive and perfect 
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Science - Gadgets and Gizmos  
The BIG Question: What is the science behind the way a gadget works? 

This unit explores two familiar forms of energy, electricity and light, and considers the properties of each. By working scientifically, children investigate the 
effect of systematically changing circuit components. They also learn how to draw scientific diagrams to support their explanations of both circuits and how 
light travels. Most importantly, there is a strong STEM element to the topic with an opportunity to explore, and even make, different gadgets linked to the 
physical processes being studied.  Watch out for our main design and technology project, battery-powered vehicles. 
What will we learn? Foundational Knowledge 

Electricity 
• Constructing electrical circuits and how manipulating circuit components changes their 

function.  
• The dangers of electricity and how to use it safely.  
• Representing circuits in scientific diagrams 

Light 
• The way light appears to travel in straight lines and is reflected off objects 
• The formation of shadows  

Have a look around your home, thinking about all of the 
things that use electricity. Consider the term 'gadget' -
what does that mean? Reinforce the safety elements of 
both electricity and light e.g. sockets, railways, 
sunbathing. Visit the following websites to help 
reinforce understanding. 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/electricity/353091  
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/light/353386  

 
Computing  DT  PSHE  Music 

Coding: selection and use of 
variables to create a game. This 
will include altering variables and 
troubleshooting to create 
successful algorithms. Games will 
be evaluated. 

 Battery Powered Vehicles: a full 
design and make project that 
combines knowledge of circuits with 
woodwork including sawing, 
sanding and gluing to create a 
model vehicle.  

 The Good Life: How we can adopt 
healthy lifestyles and make informed 
choices; protecting physical and 
mental health; diet and exercise; 
harmful substances, manipulation 
and managing risk.  

 The children will learn songs in 
two parts and with close/parallel 
harmonies.  Themes such as 
independence, change and 
moving on will be explored. 

       
RE  PE  Dates for your diary 

How do people’s beliefs shape 
their everyday lives? This will 
include looking at the different 
ways people express faiths and 
non-religious beliefs. 

 We will be developing stick handling skills, balance and spatial awareness in 
Hocky. Throughout Gymnastics we aim to develop control, balance and 
flexibility with activities such as jumping rolling and movement sequences. 
There will be a specific focus in Basketball on dribbling, passing and shooting 
drills. Looking to develop coordination, speed and endurance. 

 Big Answers: 
6H Wednesday28th January 9am 
6R Thursday 29th January 9am 
6DS Friday 30th January 9am 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/electricity/353091
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/light/353386

