
As Year 5 progresses, and skills improve, children will move from novices to scholars …… 

 

 

  

Year 5 
Milestones  

Writing  

Choosing a main idea and sticking with it 
Keep content focused (relevant, not too broad or bland) with the main idea well developed and 
clearly expressed, capturing the reader’s interest. 
  
Organising and connecting ideas 
Use sections and connections to help structure and sequence ideas. The reader can move 
through the text without confusion. Pacing helps to propel ideas forward. 
 
Finding the writer’s voice 
Match the tone and style to the audience and purpose.  Sometimes this makes writing actually 
‘sound’ like the writer.  
 
Choosing appropriate, adventurous words 
Convey meaning with the right word, used in the right way at the right time. More often now,  
word choice is memorable or striking. 
  
Writing in well-constructed, connected sentences 
Use sentences that are not all alike and are consistently constructed correctly. They should 
combine and follow on from one another in a way that allows the writing to flow. The range, 
control and complexity of sentence structure expands.  
  
Punctuating and spelling consistently  
Use age appropriate punctuation and grammatical conventions with reasonable consistency 
and control. Spelling accuracy also reflects age-expectations. Errors are not too distracting for 
the reader. 
  
.   

  



When writing independently Year 5 children will practise ….. 

 

Experience 

Novice 
 

Scholar 
 

 Talk sense, write sense: 
rehearse sentences 
beforehand; do they sound 
and look right? Check for 
missing words. 
 

 Build strong links: join ideas 
with the right conjunction. 
 

 Get the message across: write 
a series of sentences that 
flow and have all the 
trimmings [capital letters and 
full stops]. 
 

 Spice things up with a 
question or exclamation.  
 

 Go for the gentle touch: add 
detail with an adjective. 
 

 Keep it manageable: flesh out 
a few good ideas rather than 
throwing in everything. 
 

 Support each idea or story line 
with details that hold 
attention. 
 

 Mix description and  action in 
stories                 

 

 
 Avoid sentences that roll on and on. 

Get strict with full stops, capitals 
and lazy ‘and then’. 
  

 Tell the story, don’t talk it: include 
small amounts of interesting speech 
with “inverted commas” and new 
line, new speaker. 
 

 Cut a deal with paragraphs: a new 
one for every different section or 
topic. Indent to show the change.  
 

 Mix and match your openers and 
conjunctions to make sentences 
sound more interesting. 
 

 Beware a blast from the past or a 
sneaky trip to the present: pick and 
stick to the right tense then check for 
accidental slips. 
 

 Choose your words carefully: 
prepositions and verbs can be 
troublesome. Work on correcting 
persistent mistakes. 
 

 Hook the reader to start; leave them 
satisfied at the end. Go for strong 
openings and endings 
 

 Set the right tone eg personable or 
expert. Keep it natural: find your own 
voice. 

 
 Signpost the topic: use a topic 

sentence to start each paragraph 
with the back-up sentences hot 
on its heels. 
 

 Sometimes it’s fine to interrupt: 
drop in extra detail with a 
relative clause. Use commas to 
mark both ends. 
 

 Feeling a little tense? Relax, 
modals offer lots more possibility! 
Handle tense confidently [use 
verbs like would / could / should / 
might / will ...when things aren’t 
so certain]. 
 

 Adverbial openers are all the 
rage: leave a trail for the reader 
by using them to link your writing 
together. 
 

 Give the reader a smooth 
passage: be reliable with 
commonplace punctuation – 
seize the right moment to try out 
the more sophisticated variety 
[eg commas, brackets, dashes]. 
 

 Avoid clumsy repeats: there’s so 
many words to choose from, 
search for a synonym. 
 

 Paint a picture with similes. 

 
 Don’t leave apostrophes 

hanging... practice using the 
different types 
[omission/possession] and know 
your plurals from your 
possessives.   
 

 Talk the talk: control direct and 
indirect speech. Use full speech 
punctuation - including the 
reporting clause and synonyms 
for ‘said’. 
 

 Make words and phrases count: 
use expanded noun phrases, 
adverbials, precise nouns... 
 

 Sharpen your clause: try out 
different sentence patterns so 
writing includes simple, 
compound and complex 
sentences. 
 

 Play to the audience! Shape 
sentences for effect; short for 
impact or tension and long for 
detail. 
 

 Order upfront: get the content 
and sequence of paragraphs 
clear beforehand. 
 

 Be a proofreader: pick up the 
mishaps and set them straight 

 

Experience 

Experience 

 


