
When writing independently Year 4 children will practise ….. 

 

 

 

 
Year 4 

Milestones  

Writing  

Choosing a main idea and stick with it 
Keep content focused (relevant, not too broad or bland) with the main idea well developed and 
clearly expressed, capturing the reader’s interest. 
  

Organising and connecting ideas 
Plan work before writing. Use sections and connections to help structure and sequence ideas. 
The reader can move through the text without confusion. Pacing helps to propel ideas forward. 
  
Choosing appropriate, adventurous words 
Convey meaning with the right word, used in the right way at the right time. More often now,  
word choice is memorable or striking. 
  
Writing in well constructed, connected sentences 
Use sentences that are not all alike and are mostly constructed correctly. They should combine 
and follow on from one another in a way that allows the writing to flow. The range, control and 
complexity of sentence structure expands.  
  
Punctuating and spelling consistently  
Use age appropriate punctuation and grammatical conventions with reasonable consistency 
and control. Spelling accuracy also reflects age-expectations. Errors are not too distracting for 
the reader. 
 
Making choices about writer’s voice 
Begin to choose the right tone and writer’s voice for a piece of writing. Choose friendly or 
formal as need dictates. 
.   

  

 



As Year 4 progresses, and skills improve, children will move from novices to scholars 

 

 

 
Novice 
 

 Scholar 
 

 
 Say the right thing: deliver the 

sentence with words that 
hang together comfortably. 
 

 Ready for the second half: 
extend sentences with a 
conjunction [and / so / 
because /but].   
 

•   Don’t let spelling stand in your 
way: master the basics and 
use it before you lose it.   
 

•   Keep your distance: words 
should be clearly spaced with 
regular, tight and tidy letters. 
 

•   Improve your stops and starts: 
use a full stop to finish the 
sentence and a capital to start 
the next one. 
 

 Everything in moderation: try 
out a few great word choices 
but don’t overdo it! 

 
                          
 

 
 Don’t let writing run away with you: 

keep sentences trim, usually with no 
more than one ‘and’. 
 

 Want something a little more 
sophisticated?  Try adding a second 
clause by using a conjunction [so / 
before / after / when / while / if/ 
because]. 
 

 No sloppy habits: sentence openers 
need changing regularly. 
 

 Who done it? If it was you, then say, 
‘I did it’, not ‘I done it’. Writing 
usually sticks to Standard English; 
so should you! 
 

 Punctuation marks the way: breathe 
expression into your writing by 
using capitals and full stops or 
question/exclamation marks. Read 
it aloud as a test. 

 
 Don’t get involved: if it’s meant to 

be 3rd person, guard against first 
person I creeping in...& vice versa! 
 

 Only Dr Who travels in time: 
unless the tense is meant to 
change [eg story dialogue], keep it 
steady throughout. 
 

  Be the organised type: group 
related ideas into paragraphs 
[perhaps beginning, middle and 
end]. Use adverbs as links [eg 
Next / Firstly / Lastly / Yesterday] 
 

 Careful how you phrase it: drop in 
descriptive details by padding out 
the noun phrase. 
 

 Less talking please: don’t let the 
story get drowned out by 
dialogue. Just use speech here and 
there – with “inverted commas” of 
course! 

 
 Keep paragraphs in good 

shape: start with a topic 
sentence then gradually build 
on it. 
 

 Hold a steady course: be on the 
look out for slips and trips in 
person, tense, or subject/verb 
agreement. 
 

 Get the blend right: improve the 
flow and rhythm by keeping 
things balanced [eg use of 
pronouns vs nouns, different 
sentence patterns and 
lengths]. 
 

 Mind your claws and paws...or 
rather, clause and pause: add a 
complex sentence, but if the 
main clause doesn’t come first, 
pause with a comma to 
announce its arrival. 
 

 Be a planner: first, bullet point 
ideas into paragraphs. Keep it 
clean: tidy up the errors and 
the presentation as you go... 
and at the end! 

Experience 

Experience 

 


